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Tips for Using MyMathLab Plus 

Navigating the Text  

 

1. To open you course section plan, select the MTE you are enrolled in.  Then click on the 
section you wish to complete. 

 
 

2. When you click the “Read and Interact” button, it will open the e-text in another 
window.  As long as you do not close the MyMathLab window, you may return to the 
section plan page by minimizing or closing the e-text.   

 

 
 

3. When you want to access the section plan page within any of the other numbered 
buttons, you will need to click on the section within the menu on the left-hand side. 

 

 

Click on the section 

you wish to view.  

Click on the section 

you wish to view. 
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4. You may jump to any part of the text using the menu on the left-hand side.  Select the 
expansion arrow next to the chapter to see a list of sections.  Click on the section you 
wish to view. 

 
 

 
 
 

5. The first page of every section is the “Things to Know,” page.  If you are comfortable 
with the material listed, advance to the next page to start the section.  If you are not 
comfortable, review the material before continuing. 

 
6. Use the arrows at the top of the page to move forward and backward in the text. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Expansion Arrow  

Click on the section 

you wish to view. 
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7. If you follow an example to another section of the text, you can use the “Last Page” 
button to return to your previous location.  The “Last Page” button functions as a back 
button within your text. If you use the back button instead of the “Last Page” button, 
you will find that you will be sent back to the first page you viewed in the textbook.  
 

 
 

8. The “Highlight” and “Note” tools can be useful, and all notations will be saved when you 
exit the e-text.  If you do not wish to see them, you may turn them off by using the 
drop-down arrow beside the icons.    
 

 
 

9. To highlight a sentence, place the cursor in the space above the line.  You may delete 
the highlight box by clicking on the “x” in the right corner of the box.  

 
10. You may jump to any notation by selecting the one you wish to view from the “Notes” 

dropdown menu below the “Table of Contents” menu on the left-hand side.   
 

 
 

Click on the “Notes” expansion 

arrow to view your notations. 

Click on the note in order to 

jump to the page where the 

note is located. 
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11. The “Note Manager,” accessed from the drop-down menu next to the “Note” icon, will 
allow you to preview your notes from a selected section.  When you open the “Note 
Manager”, the default search for notes is arranged by pages.  You may change the page 
numbers to the desired range and then click “Find”.  The list of notes will appear in the 
space below. 
 

 
 

12. You may bookmark a page by clicking the “Bookmark” button on the toolbar.  A page 
will remain bookmarked until you remove it by clicking the “Bookmark” button again 
while on the page. 

 

13. If you bookmark a page, you may return to it by opening the “Bookmark” drop-down 
menu below the “Table of Contents” on the left-hand side.   
 

 
Select the bookmarked 

page you wish to view. 

Opening the “Bookmarks” 

drop-down menu 

automatically closes the 

“Table of Contents.” 

You may adjust the page 

range by editing the page 

number boxes. 

You may change the 

type of search by 

using the drop-down 

menu.  

Click “Find” to 

display the results. 
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14. “You Try It” problems, videos, interactive videos, definitions, and example question 
answers will open in a new window.  If you close the window, you will return to the text.  
Links to other sections of the text or links to example problems will take you to other 
parts of the textbook.  Use the “Last Page” button to return to the page you were on. 

 

 
 

15. If you wish to listen to text, click on the audio icon in the bottom right-hand corner of 
the page. 

 
 

Practice Problems, Homework, Quizzes and Tests 
 

1. To access your homework, click on the “Assigned Homework” button.   
 

 
 

Once in the “Homework and Test” window, select the appropriate homework 
assignment from the list.  Reading assessment quizzes and practice quizzes will also 
appear in the homework assignments list. 
 

 

All text and objects 

highlighted in 

orange are links.  



   Tutoring Services 

6 
Provided by Tutoring Services                                                                             Tips for Using MyMathLabs Plus 

Reviewed December 2011 

2. You may use the “Math Pallet” or the keyboard to input answers.   When you select an 
answer type, the format will automatically appear in the answer box.  Use the arrow 
keys to move between blue boxes and type in the desired answer. 

 

 
 

3. You may also use the keyboard to enter answers into the answer box.  A chart of 
keyboard shortcuts will be available at the end of this document.   

 
4. If you need extra help on a homework problem, there are several “Help Tools” available 

to you.  The “Help Tools” are located within the menu on the right-hand side.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Math Pallet   

The expanded “Math Pallet” is 

accessed by clicking the “More” 

button. 

Only appears for exercises with a 

video icon next to the problem 

number.  

A link to the exact exercise you 

are working on is e-mailed to 

your instructor when you send an 

e-mail through this link. 

Guides you through the exercise 

step by step and provides you 

with a similar question for credit.  
Explains how to solve a 

similar exercise step by step. 

Takes you to the section of 

the textbook where the 

concept is explained, but it 

will not take you to the exact 

page. 
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5. To graph a straight line: 
Step1: Calculate two whole number points on the line.  You cannot select fractional     
             points within the graphing tool.   
Step 2: Select the “Straight Line” tool from the right-hand menu.  
Step 3: Choose between the “Solid Line” tool and the “Dotted Line”.  The “Solid  
              Line” is the default tool used. 
Step 4: Click on your first point. 
Step 5: Click on your second point.   
Step 6: Use the “Paint Bucket” tool to shade the graph if necessary. 

 

 
 

6. To graph a parabola or absolute value problem: 
Step 1: Calculate the vertex of the parabola or absolute value problem and one   
              other whole number point.   
Step 2: Select the appropriate graph shape from the right–hand menu. 
Step 3: Select either the “Solid Line” tool or the “Dotted Line” tool. 
Step 4: Click on the vertex. 
Step 5: Click on your additional point.   
Step 6: Use the “Paint Bucket” tool to shade if necessary.   

 

Select the straight 

line tool. 

Shading Tool 

Click on your first point 

before moving to your 

second point. 

 Choose between 

solid and dotted 

lines. 
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7. To graph a circle: 
Step 1: Calculate the center of the circle and the coordinate of one whole number  
              point the circle passes through.  
Step 2: Select the circle tool from the menu on the right. 
Step 3: Choose either the “Solid Line” tool or the “Dotted Line” tool.  
Step 4: Click on the coordinate for the center of the circle. 
Step 5: Click on the point the circle passes though. 
Step 6: Use the “Paint Bucket” tool to shade if necessary.  

 

Click on the vertex first 

and then click on your 

second point. 

Absolute Value Tool 

Parabola Tool:    

Parabola Tool:    

Click on the 

center point. 

Select the 

Circle tool. 

Click on the point the circle 

passes through. 
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1) You have three opportunities to answer a homework question correctly.  If you have 
answered a portion of a problem or an entire problem incorrectly, you may try 
another question for credit by clicking the “Similar Exercise” button that appears at 
the bottom of the question screen.   
 

 
 
2) If you are ready for a test or quiz, select the appropriate button from your section 

plan page.   

 
 

Now you may select the desired test or quiz from the list of assignments. 
 

 
 

3)  When taking a quiz, you may enter an answer only once.  However, you may take 
the quiz as many times as you would like.  The new quiz will be comprised of similar 
questions.   

 
4) When taking your final course test, you will only have one chance to answer each 

question and only one opportunity to take the exam. 
 

5) You will not be able to access homework, tests, or quizzes before you have 
completed all the required prerequisites for the assignment.   

 

6) If you need to e-mail your instructor, you may do so from within the MyMathLab 
course.  Select the “Email” button from the top of the course page. 
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Once in the e-mail window, select the recipient of the e-mail and click “Add.”   

 

Proceed to typing your subject and e-mail body in the provided spaces.  When you are finished, click 

“Send Message.”  

 

Keyboard Shortcuts 

Common operation symbols  

To use this symbol...   Enter this shortcut...   Example   

+  (plus)  Plus sign on keyboard  
 

-   (minus)  Dash on keyboard  

 

=   (equal)  Equal sign on keyboard  

 

(multiplication dot)  * (asterisk)  

(For example: 2 * 3)  

 

(times sign)  \ times  

(For example: 2 \ times 3)  

 

(divided by)  \ divide  
 

(For example: 2  \ divide 3)  

 

 

After selecting the recipients, click 

“Add” to move names into the 

“Recipients” box.   

Type e-mail body here. 

Send Message button  
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To use this symbol...   Enter this shortcut...   Example   

<  (less than)  Left angle sign on keyboard  

(For example: 2 < 3)  

 

(less than or equal to)  < = (left angle sign and an equal sign)  

(For example: 2 <= 3)  

 

<  (greater than)  Right angle sign on keyboard  

(For example: 3 > 2)  

 

(greater than or equal to)  > = (right angle sign and an equal sign)  

(For example: 3 >= 2)  

 

 <> (left and right angle signs)  

(For example: 3 <> 2)  

 

Math function symbols  

To use this 

symbol...   

Enter this shortcut...   Example   

 (fraction)  /  

(Type the numerator, then a slash, then the denominator. For 

example: 2 /3)  
 

(superscript)  Control Shift =  

(Type the Control key, then the Shift key, then the equal (=) 

key to create a superscript box where you can enter a 

number.)  

 

 (subscript)  Control =  

(Type the Control key, then the equal (=) key to create a 

subscript box where you can enter a number.)  

 

 (superscript and 

subscript)  

\ supsub  

(Creates a template where you can enter the base value in 

the box on the left, and the superscript and subscript in the 

boxes on the right.)  

(empty 

template)  

(template 

with values)  
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To use this 

symbol...   

Enter this shortcut...   Example   

 (double 

subscripts)  

\ subsub  

(Creates a template where you can enter a subscript in the 

box on the left, the base value in the box in the middle, and a 

subscript in the box on the right.)  

(empty 

template)  

(template 

with values)  

 (absolute value)  \ abs  

(Creates a template where you can enter a value in the blue 

box.)  

(empty 

template)  

(template with 

value)  

  (square root)  \ sqrt  

(Creates a template where you can enter a value in the blue 

box.)  

 (empty 

template)  

(template 

with value)  

(Nth - root)  \ nrt  

(Creates a template where you can enter the values in the 

blue boxes.)  

(empty 

template)  

(template 

with values)  

(vertical bar)  \ textbar  

(For example: 5 \ textbar 15)  

 

(empty set)  \ empty  

(For example: V = \ empty)  

 

(union)  \ cup  

(For example: A \ cup B)  

 

(intersection)  \ cap  

(For example: A \ cap B)  
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To use this 

symbol...   

Enter this shortcut...   Example   

(element of)  \ element  

(For example: A \ element B)  

 

(not an element 

of)  
\ nelement  

(For example: A \ nelement B)  

 

(subset of)  \ subset  

(For example: A \ subset B)  

 

(not a subset of)  \ nsubset  

(For example: A \ nsubset B)  

 

(proper subset 

of)  
\ propersub  

(For example: A \ propersub B)  

 

(not a proper 

subset  of)  

\ npropersub  

(For example: A \ npropersub B)  

 

(angle)  \ angle  

(For example: \ angle ABC)  

 

(logical and)  \ and  

(For example: A \ and B)  

 

(logical or)  \ or  

(For example: A \ or B)  

 

(logical not)  \ not  

(For example: \ not A)  

 

(tilde)  Tilde on keyboard  
 

(infinity)  \ inf  

(For example: A = \ inf)  
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To use this 

symbol...   

Enter this shortcut...   Example   

 

i on keyboard  

(For example: a = bi = 0)  

 

 

e on keyboard  

(For example: e = 0)  

 

(gradient)  \ grad  

(For example: \ grad f = 2y)  
 

(integral)  \ int  

(For example: \ int f(x) dx  
 

(over -bar)  \ bar  

(Creates a template where you can enter a value in the blue 

box.)  

(empty 

template)  

(template with 

value)  

(double overbar)  \ dbar  

(Creates a template where you can enter a value in the blue 

box.)  

(empty 

template)  

(template with 

value)  

(hat)  \ hat  

(Creates a template where you can enter a value in the blue 

box.)  

(empty 

template)  

(template with 

value)  

Greek letters  

To use this letter... ..  Enter this shortcut...  ..  

(lower -case alpha)  \ alpha  

(lower -case beta)  
\ beta  
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To use this letter... ..  Enter this shortcut...  ..  

(lower -case gamma)  \ gamma  

(upper -case delta)  \ cdelta  

(lower -case theta)  \ theta  

(lower -case lambda)  \ lambda  

(lower -case mu)  \ mu  

(lower -case pi)  \ pi  

(lower -case rho)  \ rho  

(lower -case sigma)  \ sigma  

(upper -case sigma)  
\ sum  

(lower -case phi)  \ phi  

(lower -case chi)  \ chi  

Keyboard Shortcuts Copyright © 2011 by Pearson Education. All Rights Reserved.  

 


